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Invitation: 24th Asian Congress of Surgery

The 24th Asian Congress of Surgery will be held in 
conjunction with the Philippine College of Surgeons’ 79th 
Annual Clinical Congress and the 12th ASEAN Federation 
of Surgical Colleges Summit from December 3 to 6, 2023 
at the Edsa Shangri-la, Manila.  

For details and registration, please visit
https://www.pcsacc.net

https://www.pcsacc.net/


Message from Dr Maria 

Concepcion Vesagas

President of the Philippine 
College of Surgeons 



Message from Dr Jose Antonio M. Salud

Chairman, Local Organizing 

Committee, 24th Asian Congress of 
Surgery



Launched in 1978, Asian Journal of

Surgery is the official peer-reviewed

open access journal of the Asian

Surgical Association, the Taiwan

Robotic Surgery Association, and

the Taiwan Society of

Coloproctology. The Journal is

published monthly by Elsevier and is

indexed in SCIE, Medline,

ScienceDirect, Scopus, Embase,

Current Contents, PubMed, Current

Abstracts, BioEngineering Abstracts,

SIIC Data Bases, CAB Abstracts,

and CAB Health.
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Editor’s recommendations

The authors demonstrated in the

article TaTME is a promising

surgical technique and may offer

a safe and feasible alternative to

LaTME in managing low rectal

cancer.

Comparison of short-term efficacy of transanal total 

mesorectal excision and laparoscopic total 

mesorectal excision in low rectal cancer

Comparison of perioperative outcomes of

video thoracoscopy and robotic surgical

techniques in thymoma

In the treatment of clinical stage I and 

stage II thymoma patients, the robotic 

approach and excision with VATS are 

techniques with equal reliability. 

However, the use of robot-assisted 

thoracoscopic thymectomy technique is 

advantageous in terms of decreasing 

the total amount of postoperative 

drainage and shortening the length of 

hospital stay.
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Editor’s recommendations

This report demonstrated the

safety and feasibility of robotic-

assisted inguinal hernia repair. It

may become the surgical

approach in the near future.

Robotic inguinal hernia repair: Is it a new era in the 

management of inguinal hernia?

Robotic versus laparoscopic hepatectomy for 

malignancy: A systematic review and meta-analysis

This systematic review concluded that 

for malignant tumors that require 

hepatectomy, robotic approaches have 

demonstrated similar safety and 

feasibility to laparoscopy, with lower 

open procedure rate, were suitable for 

larger tumor size, and have a high right 

hepatectomy utilization rate. However, 

the authors emphasized that these 

results still need to be confirmed by 

multicenter, high-quality randomized 

controlled studies.
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